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Appendix 1: Student reader contract.
To obtain a student perspective, student readers will be paid a stipend to review and comment on the open-access Microbiology lab manual written by Drs. Joan Petersen and Susan McLaughlin.
Name of Student Reader: ____________________________________________ 1. Start date: Week of June 8.
2. Over an 8-week period, students will be given 2-3 exercises to read each week.
3. Student readers will be provided with an evaluation form for the introductory material, each lab exercise, and the online resources. Students will fill out these evaluation forms, providing both assessment and commentary.
4. Student readers will meet with Drs. Petersen and McLaughlin on a weekly basis to discuss their comments and suggestions for the laboratory exercises.
5. Upon completion of the lab manual review (tentative date: July 31) student readers will be paid a stipend of $200. We are particularly interested in seeing how well the exercises read in terms of helping students 1) have the information they need to perform the laboratory procedures, 2) comprehend the basic concepts behind each procedure, 3) understand the significance of the experiments, and 4) understand how to interpret results of each experiment.
Evaluation schedule

Week
For each question, circle the choice that best represents your opinion. Then provide additional comments (both positive and negative) in the spaces provided. In addition, you may return a printed copy of the lab exercise with comments written directly on the document.
Objectives
Objectives were clearly written and understandable.
Strongly agree agree neutral disagree strongly disagree
Objectives clearly defined the purpose of the lab exercise.
The information provided in the objectives was sufficient to explain the purpose of the lab. Choose the answer that best describes your opinion:
The introduction provides too much background information to understand the laboratory exercise.
The introduction does not provide enough background information to understand the laboratory exercise.
The introduction provides the correct amount of information to understand the laboratory exercises.
Additional comments on the Introduction:
Procedures
The experimental procedures were clearly written and understandable.
The illustrations accompanying the procedures helped me understand how to do the experiments.
The written procedures provided enough information for me to understand how to do the experiments. 
Overall
The exercise was written in a way that students should be able to follow and successfully perform laboratory exercises.
The exercise followed a logical sequence from beginning to end.
Is there any additional material that you think should be added or covered in greater detail to help you understand the exercise? (Write in below.)
Is there any information in the exercise that you think is unnecessary and should be removed?
Illustrations-are there any additional illustrations that could be added to help you understand the exercise?
Any additional comments that you think would help improve the quality of this exercise.
Appendix 3: Laboratory exercise student survey (given to all students).
For each question, circle the response that best matches your opinion. 
